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“Reflections”
(By Peter Webb, Commissioner, Bd. 111 ME)

Why do players fall down “acting as if charged”?
Why do players (defense and offense) use a hand(s) to feel

opponents outside of their view?
Why do players, when “boxing out” shooters or other poten-

tial rebounders, put their rear into an opponent and push them back?
Why do players (defense and offense) place a forearm or hand(s)

on an opponent while defending or trying to progress?
Why do players foul intentionally?
Why do players grasp the ring?
Why do players often carry/palm the ball rather than dribble as

per rule?
Why do players along the free throw lane lines raise and/or

move an arm(s) as the free thrower is about to release the try on the
first of two free throw attempts?

Why is a coach out of the coaching box?

All of the above are illegal with the exception
of incidental contact. Incidental contact is contact
that does not affect the play of either player in-
volved. The lack of severity or the severity of
the contact is not necessarily the issue.

How do you rule? How does your ruling affect
one or both teams?

 Olympics (officials worked both sexes), 12 were from the Americas—
Canada to Argentina.

Q: How would you compare the international game to high
school, college or the pros in the United States?

A:  The international game is more physically demanding for offi-
cials because it is two-man crews.  It’s all “men,” so when you com-
pare it to high school or college the players are more physically devel-
oped. I had to adjust quickly in the first game when moving from one

level of play to another. My first Olympic assignment was a huge
men’s game—Argentina vs. Serbia. It was a rematch of the gold medal
2002 game at the World Championships in Indianapolis that had a
controversial ending. I had to score a basket with three-tenths of a
second left, and Argentina won 83–82. I needed to get it right.

Q: Describe your Olympic highlights.
A: Overall, it was an outstanding experience. It was not until the

week before that I got authorization to go from my job even though I
had put in a request 5 months earlier.  A lot of people helped me get
there, including my supervisors.

The opening ceremony was one of the biggest highlights. You had
50,000–60,000 people in the stadium and you were sharing the experi-
ence with other top officials and athletes.

On the court, everything went well.  We had no ejections.  Only a
few technical fouls were called overall. If there were 10 technical fouls
in the 70 games that was a lot. There was nothing crazy.

Security was extreme wherever we went. The hotel had 24–7 pro-
tection and we were escorted everywhere.

My best officiating memory was the first game and the way it ended.
God helped us succeed in that game as a team. Officiating is about
teamwork. It’s not about individual success. The Olympics’ men’s
semifinal game—Italy vs. Lithuania—was also a highlight for me.

Even though some athletes chose not to participate, I never con-
sidered not going. I had no fears at all about being there, and was 100
percent sure I would attend even if I had not gotten permission from
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Q: After such a “peak” experience, how do you get back to regu-
lar officiating routine and stay motivated?

A: The Olympics are over. It “was” a great experience and will help
me succeed. It’s difficult for me to move onto college now because I
am still a rookie there.

IAABO and the Boland’s helped me get established in Connecticut
and I want to return to them what they gave to me. So I’m continuing
to work high school whenever I can.

Q: Any final thoughts?
A: Refereeing is teamwork. We succeed or fail as a team. There are

three teams in every game and our responsibility is to have the best
team every night.

A final recommendation for other officials: Film your game as much
as possible and breakdown tapes as a tool to improve.
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