STEPPING INTO ThE BACKCOURT

A LOOK INTO THE IAABO ARCHIVES

“Stepping into the Backcourt” WHAT THE WELL DRESSED
is a new feature of IAABO OFFICIAL WORE 25 YEARS AGO

Sportorials. It will take us into (Actually 73 Years ago)
the archives of IAABO and share

interesting facts about the
history of IAABO and basketball Pictured is John Fitzgerald,

officiating. Anyone with a note- a past president of the IAABO
worthy story or knowledge of as he appeared recently garbed
historical information relevant to an the style of 25 years ago, as
IAABO, please contact the he officiated an “Old Timers”
IAABO office at game. The affair was staged
iaabo@erols.com as a benefit game to raise money

for a fund in memory of Judge
James B. Sweeney, who
coached the Peterborough,

New Hampshire, High School
team back in 1924. Players

who were coached by the Judge,
participated in the game. This
also marked the first year that
John started officiating, being
requested by the Judge to

assist him in the program. Judge
Sweeney was a great influence
for good on the youth of
Peterborough, and it is said Tehat -Arthur Fiizgerald
very few men were ever sent to jail during the time he served as
Municipal Judge of the court.

Extracted from Vol 4, No. 42, April-May, 1955

A prepaid phone card was
provided to all members in WHAT IS AN OFFICIAL?
1997 in celebration of
IAABO’s 75t Anniversary An official is a judge, a public speaker,
Extracted from Vol 6, No. 52, of Officiating Excellence a laborer, a teacher, a psychologist, a
October 1956 psychiatrist and a chaplain.
He must seem humble and yet be proud,

“TOOTIN' TOMMY" confident, enthusiastic.
i OO 9 . B He must have the hide of an elephant,

the fierceness of a lion, the pep of a young

pup, the guts of an ox, the stamina of an antelope,
the wisdom of an owl, the cunning of a fox and
The heart of a kitten.

he must be willing to give freely of his time,
his money, his energy, his youth, his family life,
his health and sometimes even life itself. In return
he must expect Little financial reward, little comfort
on earth, little privacy, little praise, but plenty of
criticism.

However, a good official is respected in his com-
munity, Is a leader, is loved by his co-officials,
coaches and players, making lasting friends
wherever he goes.

- S - i His associations with athletes help him keep
“I'm pooped, Coach! How about sending in a sub?” (Now is the time for all officials to get in young in mind and spirit and he, too, must grow and
shape. Don't be like “Tootin’ Tommy.”) improve his ability.

In his heart he knows that in spite of his incon-
venience, the criticism and demands of his time, he
loves his hobby for he is an official

“TOOTIN' TOMMY” was a regular feature in IAABO Sportorials . . - John Solic
In the 1950's and 1960’s Reprinted from Vol. 4, No. 52; April-May, 1955
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BASKETBALL OFFICIATING

The following six observations, pertaining to
officiating, are taken from the minutes of the
National Basketball Rules Committee meeting in
Kansas City, Missouri. They are reproduced here
so that officials and coaches may be aware of the
reaction of the Rules Committee, with respect to
laxity and looseness in the proper enforcement of
certain of the more important rules.

1. The 5-seconds held ball rule should be more
rigidly enforced.

2. Laxity in enforcement of the rule which
prohibits ALL coaching from the sidelines when Extracted from Vol. 21, No. 163, February 1959
there is no time-out charged to a team, is creating

bad publicity.
3. Varied interpretations about responsibility ' o w l n n ! ' l n E s r B u " " N A M E D

when an opponent runs under a jump shooter, or a
shooter charging into his guard cause uncertainty in
players.

4. Failure to award two free throws for a foul
which is intentionally committed, tends to encourage
ragged play during the last few minutes of the game.

5. Loose enforcement of the rule which prohibits
a player from having his foot over the lane, before
the ball has touched the ring or backboard, is
nullifying many of the alleged benefits of the wide
free-throw lane.

6. Negligence of a player concerning raising his
hand after he has been charged with a foul, or
raising the hand in disrespectful gesture, is having a
bad effect on crowd reaction.

Courtesy — Dr. Frank Maguire

IAABO SERVICES ENCIRCLE THE GLOBE
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Extracted from Vol. 7, No. 59; September, 1957

is
ber o
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Roger J. Sheridan
Montpelier, Vermont

Roger who is Chairman of the
TAABO Audit & Budget Committee John Nucatola, New York; Peter Dile
is shown wearing the new IAABO Back row, standing: Herman Hoskins, Past President, West Virginla; Stewart
shirt, now obtainable from any Wil- C. Paxtan, Fxe : ork
son outlet, St by i
1 as J. Carrigan, Vice President, Con

Dr. Clement
Massachuseits

Extracted from Vol. 7, No. 63, April-May-June, 1958 secticut; Tony Planowski, Vice President, Obio.

The IAABO Hospital Room at all annual con- Extracted from Vol 6, No. 58, October 1956
ventions is named after Roger J. Sheridan



