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Notice to All IAABO Members
Rosters for the 2004–05 basketball season have been mailed to all

IAABO Board Secretaries. It is their duty to update these rosters for
next year and return them to the IAABO Office prior to April 15, 2004,
along with $35 dues for each member.

Dues Payment
If you have not already paid your dues, please contact your Board

Secretary and take care of this matter so that they can return their
listings to us by the due date. There is a $5 late fee for each member
whose name is registered after April 15.

Individual Members
All Individual Members have also been mailed their renewal forms

and must pay their $40 dues to this office prior to April 15, 2004.
Incorrect Addresses

If your dues are not paid on time, or if your address is wrong
(mailing Sportorials to incorrect addresses leads us to assume sub-
mitted Handbook addresses are not current), we cannot guarantee
your name will be listed in the IAABO Handbook.

John Bellanti, board 53 President for 10 years, Past President
and Life Member of IAABO, died on February 7 after a lengthy
illness.

John rose through the
management ranks to be-
come majority owner, presi-
dent and chief executive
officer of Battenfeld Grease
& Oil Corp., America’s larg-
est independent wholesale
manufacturer of lubricating
greases and oils.

He was elected to the
Western New York Sports
Hall of Fame in 2000 for his
contributions as owner of
two professional indoor
soccer teams and a career
as one of the most re-
spected basketball officials

in the Northeast.
He got interested in refereeing basketball in 1955, the year

after he graduated from Canisius College with a degree in ac-
counting. Between 1955 and 1986, he officiated more than 1,500
high school games, many NCAA tournament and NIT games.
He also helped form the IAABO Official’s School.

Surviving, is his wife Florence; three daughters, Debra Car-
penter, Barbara, and Janice Kirk; a son, John A. Jr.; a sister,
Janine Nicolaio; a brother, Frank; and four grandchildren.
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“I Must Have Been Straightlined”

A common maxim looms over each official’s head every
game he/she officiates. “I was straightlined” is the declaration
of choice. Whenever a play is missed in the primary coverage
area it is easy to find that easy scapegoat, “I was straightlined.”
That is not to say that being straightlined cannot happen to
even the quickest and most anticipating official, but all too fre-
quently officials fail to exercise the “move to improve” prin-
ciple. Anticipate the skip pass and resulting 3-point try, the flop
during a block/charge play, press situations, etc. In the above
illustration the clock isn’t running during this designated spot
throw in; there is no reason for the official to miss a breaking of
the plane violation or a technical foul for breaking the plane and
striking the ball. The message is: “move to improve,” have keen
“court awareness,” be in position to “see the whole play.” By
exercising these few axioms, the unpleasant “straightlined” cli-
che will be reduced if not eliminated from your officiating ter-
minology.

First Annual Sheridan-MacKenzie Award
IAABO Board 105 (Vermont) presented the first Sheridan-

MacKenzie Award for lifetime contributions to high school basketball
to the family of the late Lenny
Drew in ceremonies at Montpelier
High School recently. Drew, who
passed away in 2001, was the long-
time basketball  coach at Montpe-
lier High, and was a two-time Ver-
mont coach-of-the-year.

The award is named for two leg-
endary Vermont basketball offi-
cials and IAABO members, the late Roger Sheridan and Dick
MacKenzie. Both Sheridan and MacKenzie are past presidents of
IAABO and served the organization in many capacities for decades.
MacKenzie, who was on hand to assist in the awards presentation
along with several other Board 105 VT members, also served as secre-
tary-treasurer for Board 105 for more then two decades, before step-
ping down this year.

Dick MacKenzie,IAABO Past
President presents award..


