
BASKETBALL OFFICIATING
The following six observations, pertaining to 

officiating, are taken from the minutes of the 
National Basketball Rules Committee meeting in 
Kansas City, Missouri.  They are reproduced here 
so that officials and coaches may be aware of the 
reaction of the Rules Committee, with respect to 
laxity and looseness in the proper enforcement of 
certain of the more important rules.

1.  The 5-seconds held ball rule should be more 
rigidly enforced.

2.  Laxity in enforcement of the rule which 
prohibits ALL coaching from the sidelines when 
there is no time-out charged to a team, is creating 
bad publicity.

3.  Varied interpretations about responsibility 
when an opponent runs under a jump shooter, or a 
shooter charging into his guard cause uncertainty in 
players.

4.  Failure to award two free throws for a foul 
which is intentionally committed, tends to encourage 
ragged play during the last few minutes of the game.

5.  Loose enforcement of the rule which prohibits 
a player from having his foot over the lane, before 
the ball has touched the ring or backboard, is 
nullifying many of the alleged benefits of the wide 
free-throw lane.

6.  Negligence of a player concerning raising his 
hand after he has been charged with a foul, or 
raising the hand in disrespectful gesture, is having a 
bad effect on crowd reaction.

Courtesy – Dr. Frank Maguire

Extracted from Vol. 7, No. 63, April-May-June, 1958

“Stepping into the Backcourt”
is a new feature in Sportorials
that will take us into the archives
of IAABO and give us some 
interesting facts and history of
basketball officiating.  If anyone
has an item of interest that you
would like to share with every-
one in our organization, please
contact our office.

Extracted from Vol 6, No. 58, October 1956

A LOOK INTO THE IAABO ARCHIVES

Extracted from Vol. 7, No. 59; September, 1957

The IAABO Hospital Room at all annual con-
ventions is named after Roger J. Sheridan

Extracted from Vol. 9, No. 68, February 1959

Extracted from Vol. 21, No. 163, February 1959


